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of the organic unit7 of man's life, and ultimately
deprives the factor which is thus disjoined of all
its meaning and content.

While, however, this criticism obliges us to con-
demn equally both the extreme views, it at the same
time shows that there is a certain ambiguity in the
doctrine that contemplation is higher than action. If
we take that doctrine in the sense criticised, namely,
in the sense in which the contemplative life excludes
the practical, we are obliged to regard it as one-
sided and abstract; but it might be taken to mean
something very different from this. It might *be,
taken to mean that there is a contemplative con-
sciousness, which may take either a philosophical or
a religious form, and in which we are lifted above
all the oppositions that affect our natural life, and,
in particular, above the opposition of theory and
practice. That opposition, indeed, is one that rests
on an imperfect view both of the theoretical and
the practical consciousness. On the one hand,
knowledge cannot be regarded simply as the revela-
tion of an object which is independent of our sub-
jectivity. The bond of object to subject is one
that cannot be severed; and if in science we break
through the veil of appearances, and so bring to
light the reality beneath them, we are at the same
time freeing the self from the imperfections of the
first form of its consciousness. In penetrating t$